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Let’s speak honestly 
about the church 

Representing reality in a world of 
fake news and foggy language



“Let your yes be yes 
and your no be no.” 

~Jesus



Today we will look at a range of 
NCD-related topics that could 

be presented much more 
clearly within the church.



As we look at each topic, 
ask yourself, 

“Is this an area in which I need 
to speak more clearly and 

honestly when working with 
churches?”
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The realities of sickness and health



0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

<20 20-35 35-50 50-65 65-80 >80

Pre 2008 Post 2012

NCD Average Score

The realities of sickness and health



0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

<20 20-35 35-50 50-65 65-80 >80

Pre 2008 Post 2012

-2.79%

-0.51%

2.41%

6.82%

12.36%

19.27%

NCD Average Score

The realities of sickness and health



0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

<20 20-35 35-50 50-65 65-80 >80

Pre 2008 Post 2012

-4% -3.54%

0.44%

3.61%

12.19%

18.58%

-2.79%

-0.51%

2.41%

6.82%

12.36%

19.27%

NCD Average Score

The realities of sickness and health



0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

<20 20-35 35-50 50-65 65-80 >80

Pre 2008 Post 2012

-4% -3.54%

0.44%

3.61%

12.19%

18.58%

-2.79%

-0.51%

2.41%

6.82%

12.36%

19.27%

NCD Average Score

The realities of sickness and health

Having an 
unhealthy 
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even more 

drastic 
consequences.
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The realities of sickness and health

Having an 
unhealthy 

church now has 
even more 

drastic 
consequences.

Healthy churches are 
remarkably immune to 

turbulence in the world.
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Inward AND 
outward realities 

must be addressed 
in church life



1. The realities behind hope 
2. The realities of sickness and health 
3. Inward and outward realities
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and bring to life 
the principle layer.
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Calculate 
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Understand 
results

Apply 
minimum 
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principle

Applying the minimum factor 
principle is a call to sacrifice 

— to taking up your cross.

Do priority 
stuff

Allow God and 
others to do 
more stuff

It is a means of putting aside 
irrational suffering in the 

church that is so often passed 
off as genuine sacrifice.

Jesus’s suffering was 
profoundly purposeful 
— it was based on the 

minimum factor of 
humanity.



4. The reality of principles AND 
programs 

5. The reality of sacrifice as a 
means to life in all its fullness
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Community transformation 
will remain only a dream 
unless the principles of 
God’s Kingdom are 
brought to life in 
the everyday world 
of people.
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